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June 11, 2009        FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Subject: ORANGE COUNTY FIRE AUTHORITY NAMES NEW FIRE CHIEF 
 
Contact:   Captain Greg McKeown @ (714) 402-3739 gregmckeown@ocfa.org 
 
Irvine, CA - The Board of Directors at the Orange County Fire Authority (OCFA) 
appointed Keith Richter as its new Fire Chief, replacing Chip Prather who is retiring this 
July.  Richter takes the helm on August 1 at one of the largest fire agencies in California 
with its nearly 850 firefighters at 62 fire stations. 
 
“We’re very excited to have Chief Richter at the OCFA,” said Don McCay, Chairman of 
the OCFA Board of Directors. “We’re confident he has the leadership skills we need to 
keep OCFA as one of the premier fire service agencies in America.” 
 
Richter was selected by the OCFA Board from a large pool of well-qualified candidates 
from throughout the Nation. “This is a very exciting day for me, to be named Chief of the 
Orange County Fire Authority,” said Richter. “OCFA is known to be one of the finest fire 
departments anywhere, and it is a high honor to be chosen as its next leader.” 
 
Richter comes to the OCFA from Contra Costa County Fire District where he has been 
their Chief since 1998. He has more than 30 years experience in the fire service. He started 
his career with the Tucson Fire Department back in 1977 as a firefighter. Richter holds a 
Master of Science degree in Fire Administration and is a graduate of Harvard University’s 
Kennedy School of Government. He is an Executive Board Member of the Metropolitan 
Fire Chiefs Association. 
 
Richter replaces Chief Chip Prather who has been OCFA’s leader for the last 12 years. 
Prather is retiring after nearly 38 years in the fire service.  
 
 
 

For more information about OCFA, call (714) 573-6200 or go to www.ocfa.org. 
 

# # # 
 

The Orange County Fire Authority is a joint powers authority that serves more than 1.3 million residents 
 in 22 cities and the unincorporated areas of the county. 
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