A Regnest fo George Washingfon for Prayer in the Constitutiona! Convention, June 28, 1787

*... how has it happened, Sic that we have not hitherto once thought of bumbly applying tw the Father
of lights to illuminate our understandings? In the beginning of the contest with Great Britain, when we
were sensible of danger, we had daily praver in this room for the divine protection,

“Ohar prayers, Sin were heard, and they were graciously answered. All of us who were engaged in the
strugele must have observed frequent instances of & superintending providence in our fvor T that
kind of providence we owe this kappy opportunity of consulting in pesce on the means of establishing
our future mational felicity And have we now forgotten that powerful friend? or do we imagine that we
no longer need his assistance?

“1 havve lived, Si; a long time, and the longer 1 live, the more comvincing proofs 1 see of this rath

— that Gl governs the affairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without his notice, is
it probable that an empire can rise without his aid? We have been assurved, Sir; in the sacred writings,
that ‘except fhe Lond build the Howse they labor in vain that buedd it 1 firmly believe this; and I also
bedieve that without his concurring i we shall succesd in this politicad building no better than the
builders of Babel..,

“I therefore beg leave i move — that henceforth prayers imploring the assistance of Heaven, and its
blessings on our deliberations, be held in this Assembly every morning before we proceed to husiness,
and that one or more of the Clergy of this City be requested to officiate in that Service.”

Benfamin Franklin
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