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Statewide Perspective
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“We may be at the start of the 

worst California drought in 

modern history.”

-- Lester Snow, Director, California 

Department of Water Resources 

(Jan. 30, 2009)
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Reservoir & Snowpack

Conditions
(January 30, 2009)
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Water Supply Status
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 2-year critical drought; 2009 runoff ???

 Major reservoirs < 30% of capacity

 15% of State Water Project contract allocations

 33% - 50% supply cutback due to regulatory actions

 55,000  anticipated jobs lost in San Joaquin Valley
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Stanislaus
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Regional Perspective
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Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California

 Serves 6 counties, 19 million people

 $800 billion economy 

 Growth:  220,000 people/yr. 

 50+ % of region’s water supply



Evolving Southland Water Plans
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The Water Gauge
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THE DELTA

Hub of California’s 

water supply system



Importance of Bay-Delta

 Supplies Bay Area, Central Valley & So. California

Bay Area – 33%

Central Valley – 23 to 90%

So. California – 30%

Some regions nearly 
100% dependent on 

Delta



Importance of Bay-Delta

 Irrigates 45% of fruits and vegetables produced in US



Importance of Bay-Delta

 80% of state's commercial fisheries live in/or 
migrate through Bay-Delta

 Habitat for 500 species (incl. 5 ESA-listed fish)



Delta Watershed Diversions
1990-05
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Source: Governor’s Delta Vision Report



Key Delta Risks

Seismic Risk
Bay Area Faults

Fishery Declines
Delta smelt
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Subsidence

Sea Level Rise
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6.5 Magnitude Earthquake
20-Island Failure Scenario



6.5 Magnitude Earthquake
20-Island Failure Scenario

Saltwater throughout Delta1 – 7 days: 23



Delta Smelt

May 5, 2006
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Sacramento River Winter-Run Salmon
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Delta Fisheries 
A Downturn for Delta Smelt & Salmon



Regulatory Pumping Restrictions

Pumping Flexibility Reduced
Window restricted even during wet years

JAN    FEB   MAR   APR   MAY   JUN   JUL   AUG   SEP   OCT   NOV   DEC

Delta Smelt

Salmon

Longfin Smelt 

Salmon 
(Potential New Restrictions)
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Bottom Line for Metropolitan

 BiOp significantly lowers water supply expectations

 Increased pressure on storage resources
- Large withdrawals anticipated for 2009

- Additional need for maintaining reserves for 2010

 Likelihood of rationing in 2009
- > 1 in 2 chance

- Chances increase with ongoing dry conditions

 Does not factor additional fisheries impacts
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Governor’s Delta 

Vision Process

Milestones

 Nov. ‘08 – Blue Ribbon Task Force released final Strategic Plan

 Jan. ‘09 – Cabinet-level committee released Implementation 

Report to Governor

 October 2009 - Draft Bay-Delta Conservation Plan

 December 2010 - Final Bay-Delta Conservation Plan NEPA/CEQA
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Delta Vision

Strategic Plan

Bay-Delta 

Conservation

Plan



Sacramento

Stockton

SWP Pumps

CVP Pumps
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Rio Vista

Hood

Port of 

Stockton

Key Near-Term Measures
Emergency Stockpiling  

& Levee Improvements

12”  - 24” rock diameter 240,000 tons of rock stockpile



Emergency Pathway
Breach Closures & Slump Restoration Option

estimated export resumption6 months: 31



SWP Pumps

CVP Pumps

Delta  Smelt 
Habitat

Key Near-Term Measures 
2-Gate Fish Protection Project
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Stockton

Sacramento



Sacramento

Stockton

SWP Pumps

CVP Pumps
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Long-Term Vision

Habitat Restoration

Reduce Other Stressors

Dual Conveyance



Rebate Programs

 Save Water, Save a Buck

– Residential, Commercial and Multi-Family

 Water Savings Performance

– Process Improvements

 Landscape Rebates

– Large Irrigation

 Public Sector Program

– Increased Rebates

www.bewaterwise.com
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www.bewaterwise.com

Albert Napoli
(213) 217-7249

anapoli@mwdh2o.com


