
 

STEVEN J. SENTMAN 
CHIEF PROBATION OFFICER 
 
TELEPHONE:  (714) 937-4500 
 
1535 E. ORANGEWOOD AVENUE 
ANAHEIM, CA 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
    P.O. BOX 10260 
    SANTA ANA, CA 92711-0260 

 

 

 M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
DATE: 
 

November 27, 2012 

TO: 
 

Ray Grangoff, Executive Assistant to  
Supervisor Pat Bates 

CC: 
 

Steve Sentman, Chief Probation Officer  
Chief Deputy Probation Officers Chris Bieber, Sean Barry and Bryan Prieto  

FROM: 
 

Keith Gotts, Director, Adult Court Services 

SUBJECT: 
 

Adjournment for Jack Leahy 

 
John “Jack” Leahy passed away on September 11, 2012 after a lifetime of service to our 
country, our county, his community and his church.  Jack served in the United States Marine 
Corp for 22 years and retired as a First Lieutenant.  After leaving active service he continued to 
serve in the Marine Reserves until 1968.   
 
Following his career as an active duty Marine he served in the Orange County Sheriff’s 
Department for an additional 23 years.  He retired from the Sheriff’s Department as a Lt. 
Commander but continued to serve in the Sheriff’s Reserves as a Lieutenant.  Jack was well 
known as a firearms instructor in the department.   
 
For Jack, 45 years of service as a Marine and peace officer were not enough.  He continued to 
volunteer his time with the Orange County Probation Department as a Volunteer Probation 
Officer beginning in 2007 and was involved in the Combat Veterans Court Program from its 
inception.  He worked with Combat Veterans who had proudly served their country only to 
return home to difficulties with the criminal justice system, oftentimes due to Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder or Traumatic Brain Injury.  Jack believed in the concept of accountability, but 
also strongly believed in providing the opportunity for those who served to restore themselves 
to a productive and happy life again.  Jack volunteered for over 4,200 hours and earned the 
respect of all who worked with him; from the Judge to the combat veterans who referred to him 
simply as “LT”, short for lieutenant.   
 
Jack also served his community and church.  He was a member of the Knights of Columbus, 
St. Nicholas Chapter, since 1961.  He rose to the level of Fourth Degree Grand Knight, the 
highest rank attainable.  He was also noted for providing endless hours of his time volunteering 
to serve the needs of his church, St. Nicholas Catholic Church in Laguna Woods, where he 
was a friend to all.   
 
Jack was survived by his 3 sons Tim, John II and Kevin, as well as 11 grandchildren.  He was 
laid to rest at Ascension Cemetery on September 17, 2012 with military honors.  Jack served 
us all and those who experienced his wisdom and humility first hand are better off for it.  John 
“Jack” “LT” Leahy will be missed. 


