
                                                                         BOARD COMMITTEE TRANSMITTAL 

Orange County Transportation Authority 
550 South Main Street / P.O. Box 14184 / Orange / California 92863-1584 / (714) 560-OCTA (6282) 

 
August 13, 2012 
 
 
To: Members of the Board of Directors 

    
From: Wendy Knowles, Clerk of the Board 

Subject: Measure M2 Environmental Cleanup Program – 2012 Tier 1 
Water Quality Grant Funding Allocations 

Regional Planning and Highways Committee Meeting of August 6, 2012 

Present: Directors Bates, Cavecche, Crandall, Glaab, Hansen, Herzog, 
and Nelson 

Absent: Director Galloway 

Committee Vote 

This item was passed by the Members present. 

Committee Recommendations 

A. Approve the Tier 1 programming recommendations for $2,764,244 of 
Measure M2 Environmental Cleanup Program funding. 

 
B. Authorize the allocation of funds through the Comprehensive 

Transportation Funding Programs master funding agreement process 
for projects approved for programming. 
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Orange County Transportation Authority 
550 South Main Street / P.O. Box 14184 / Orange / California  92863-1584 / (714) 560-OCTA (6282) 

August 6, 2012 
 
 
To:  Regional Planning and Highways Committee 
 
From: Will Kempton, Chief Executive Officer 
 
Subject: Measure M2 Environmental Cleanup Program – 2012 Tier 1 

Water Quality Grant Funding Allocations 
 
 
Overview 
 
The Orange County Transportation Authority’s Environmental Cleanup Program, 
Project X, provides for the allocation of two percent of annual Measure M2  
revenues to improve overall water quality from transportation-generated 
pollution. The Orange County Transportation Authority issued the second 
annual Measure M2 Environmental Cleanup Program Tier 1 call for applications 
in February 2012. A priority list of Tier 1 projects for funding is presented for 
review and approval.   

 
Recommendations 

 
A. Approve the Tier 1 programming recommendations for $2,764,244 of 

Measure M2 Environmental Cleanup Program funding. 
 

B. Authorize the allocation of funds through the Comprehensive 
Transportation Funding Programs master funding agreement process for 
projects approved for programming. 

 
Background 
 
In May 2010, the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA)  
Board of Directors (Board) approved a two-tiered approach to fund the 
Measure M2 (M2) Environmental Cleanup Program, Project X. The funding plan 
called for up to $19.5 million in Tier 1 grants on a “pay-as-you-go” basis through 
fiscal year (FY) 2017-18, and up to $38 million in Tier 2 grants via bonding 
through FY 2014-15.  
 
The Tier 1 Grant Program is designed to mitigate the more visible forms of 
pollutants, such as litter and debris, which collect on the roadways and in the 
catch basins (storm drains) prior to being deposited in waterways and the  
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ocean. It consists of grant funding for Orange County local governments to 
purchase equipment and upgrades for existing catch basins and other related  
best management practices (BMP).  Examples include screens, filters, and inserts 
for catch basins, as well as other devices designed to remove the above 
mentioned pollutants. In August 2011, the Board approved funding of 
$2,861,786 for the first Tier 1 Grant Program for 34 projects based on the 
scoring criteria.  
 
The Tier 2 Grant Program consists of funding for regional, potentially  
multi-jurisdictional, capital-intensive projects. Examples could include, but are not 
limited to, constructed wetlands, detention/infiltration basins, and bioswales.  
These types of water quality projects mitigate pollutants such as heavy metals, 
organic chemicals, sediment, nutrients, and pathogenic material related to 
roadway runoff. In May 2012, the Board approved the Environmental Cleanup 
Program Tier 2 Comprehensive Transportation Funding Programs Guidelines 
and release of the first Tier 2 call for projects.  
 
Discussion 
 
OCTA issued the 2012 Tier 1 Call for Projects between February 21  
and April 20, 2012. Staff received 50 applications from 26 cities and the  
County of Orange.  
 
Review and evaluation of the 50 applications was conducted by OCTA staff and 
the Vice Chairman of the Environmental Cleanup Allocation Committee (ECAC).  
 
The applications were ranked based on Board-approved criteria that included 
the following: (1) the highest priority project from each agency; (2) identification 
of the affected waterway and the pollutant(s) treated by the proposed BMP;  
(3) an operations and maintenance plan adequate to maintain the efficiency of 
the proposed BMP for regularly scheduled inspections, maintenance, and 
cleaning/disposal of pollutants; and (4) a clear and detailed work plan with a 
specific implementation period.   
 
Upon scoring, the evaluation team recommended projects for funding based on 
total points earned. On June 28, 2012, the ECAC endorsed the recommendation 
to fund 33 projects. 
 
The 33 Tier 1 proposals recommended for funding by the ECAC (Attachment A) 
generally include five types of projects. The number of projects in each 
category, along with a brief description of each project type, is provided below: 
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1) Automatic retractable screen and other debris screens or inserts  

(15 projects): screen or insert units prevent debris from entering the 
storm drain system.   
 

2) Irrigation system retrofits to reduce runoff (ten projects): these projects 
decrease runoff from highway medians by using more efficient irrigation 
systems.   

 
3) Continuous deflection separator (CDS) (six projects): CDS units divert 

runoff away from waterways and screen storm drain flows from trash and 
debris. CDS units screen, separate, and trap debris, sediment, oil, and 
grease from storm water runoff. 

 
4) Runoff diversion (one project): allows for urban runoff to be diverted 

continuously during dry weather to the sewer system by remote operation.  
 

5) Marina trash skimmer (one project): marina trash skimmers draw in 
floating debris, such as plastics, bottles, paper, oil sheen, and drift wood. 
The installation of marina trash skimmers is expected to reduce the 
amount of trash and debris reaching the open ocean. 
 

These projects are designed to mitigate the more visible forms of pollutants 
(litter/debris) or reduce the amount of irrigation runoff from highway medians 
into local storm drain systems. Furthermore, these projects can be 
implemented relatively quickly, a key goal for the Tier 1 Grant Program. Local 
agencies must contribute a minimum match of 25 percent of the project cost. 
These matching funds can be provided by cash contributions and/or in-kind 
services such as the cost of maintenance and operations. Attachment B 
includes proposed projects not recommended for funding. 
 
Between the first two Tier 1 calls for projects, nearly all of Orange County’s  
34 cities applied for funding except for Los Alamitos, Placentia, and Stanton. 
Staff will continue to reach out to all cities during future calls for projects, 
particularly the three cities which have not applied for funding to date. 
 
Next Steps 
 
Upon approval of recommendations by the Board, each local agency will be 
requested to execute a letter agreement under the master funding agreement 
approved by the OCTA Board in July 2011. Further, staff will continue to 
monitor project status and project delivery through the Comprehensive 
Transportation Funding Programs semi-annual review process.   
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The next Tier 1 call for projects is anticipated in early 2013. It is anticipated that 
approximately $2.8 million will be available for the next call. In the interim, staff 
will continue to work with all local agencies to encourage participation in the 
program.   
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
This project was approved in OCTA's FY 2012-13 Budget, Planning Division, 
Account 0017-7831-MX001-T6S, and is funded with M2 funds. 
 
Summary 
 
Proposed programming recommendations for the Measure M2 Environmental 
Cleanup Program Tier 1 Water Quality Grant Program have been developed by 
staff and approved by the Environmental Cleanup Allocation Committee. 
Funding for 33 projects, totaling $2,764,244, is proposed. Staff is seeking 
Board of Directors’ approval to execute a letter of agreement with local 
jurisdictions to receive Measure M2 funds. 
 
Attachments 
 
A. 2012 OCTA Environmental Cleanup Program Tier 1 Call for Projects 

Funding Recommendations – Funded Projects List 
B. 2012 Environmental Cleanup Program Tier 1 Call for Projects – 

Unfunded Projects List 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by: 

 

 Approved by: 

 
Dan Phu  Kia Mortazavi 
Section Manager 
(714) 560-5907 

 Executive Director, Planning 
(714) 560-5741 
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